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Monaco To Niki For Second Strai 


Ay Pete Lyons 


The superiority of the Ferrari had been 
almost guaranteed from the moment the 
Monagasque authorities far some reason 
or other (they said it was Safety) put tera 
more tight cormearsinio what was already 
the tightest read cireuit in the ward, 

One of these ruined Sainte Devote 
corner, the fastest and moat intersting 
commer of the entire two-mile lap (the 
bend in the middle of the famous Tunmelis 
faster but ia taken flat out ao it isn't 
particularly interesting, just Igud and 
frightening!) Into the middle of the uphill 
Tight hander waa put a sort of island of 
low curbs which required the cars to bead 
Blightiv lef, under the brakes and then 
kink hard right in either first or second 
gear. Thus the first corner pws the start 
line became an ultra-narrow funnel. 
Because of the reverse-curve entry, cars 
pretty well fad bo aveid going in side by 
side. 

ABI ar Con shruetion chained the en it 
from the Hascasse hairpin, which had 
been 2 full-blooded hairy prwerslide up 
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over a crest across the site of the ancient 
Gasworks corner, into 4 similarly tight 
right-hand kink feeding inte an opening 
left. 

Neither of these corners did anything 
toward crialing # pew cubbraking sone, 
which would have heen at least a 
rationale for alteration of this circuit 
where overtaking is so notoriously 
difficult As for safety, F-1l cara on 
Monaco gearing aoce@lerate so damned 
feet that they were still reaching top pear 
on the run up by the pits before Ste. 
Devote and again up the hill toward the 
Casing. Drivers estimated a reduction in 
speed of from five to20mph at the shut-off 
points, which seems hardly worthwhile, 

During practice Arture Mereario had a 
Tear suspension lnilure going up the hill 
that sent bia March hard inte the 
guardrail at the top, just before the 
Casing. The car was a total write off, more 
heavily damagéd than was Mike 
Hailwood's McLaren that crashed at the 
BAMA apot twee peara ae. (Little Arthur 
wasn't hurt.) 
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Patrick Depailler. seen ogre st ater he put a pass on Clay Regazzoni in the world’s widest far, brought his Tyrrell P34 home in ‘third position, the last man to be 


on the same lap as winner Miki Lawda, 


Brambilla bad another practice shunt 
at the new Ste, Devote itaelf. Coming in 
too het, he lockond up the wheels and went 
straight on across the middle of the 
island, The gently sloping curbs 
launched his March several foot into the 
dir, and it went apearing on acroga to the 
other side and nearly tee-boned Jody 
Scheckbar's six-wheeled Tyrrell. Jody 
wee buay opposite-loching away from the 
comer and never even saw his assailant, 
who passed behind by inches on hia way 
nose-first inte the guardrail. crunch! 
(Viltorie's oar was repairable,) 

Just few this modifiestion of Ste, 
Devote translates into & Safer corner is 
cries Le 

Anyway, it is aoceleration away from 
alow corners thal is the Ferrari engines 
Ereaiest strength. [t wae diffioult to feel 
any surprise at all that the pair of 
Ferrarig qualified on the front row of this 
Erid as for so many others, Lauda's pole 
time thie year wae Lm 29.655 (62.59mph 
over the circuit at its new length of 2.06 
miles) with Clay Regartoni second at 
Za.9L 

Having your teammate right behind 

eepecially if he's someone who 
“drives a wide car” like good old Regga, is 
as food aa having won the race before you 
Blart at Monaco. Everybody knew full 
Well that thé real race had taken place 
during practice. Overtaking was going to 
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Caries Paceinat bani te leader Lauda with ease: neither his nor teammate Reutemann’s Brabham ran eally 
well for this race meeting. 


be so diffieult in the race that grid 
Position meant pearly everything—alfler 
the drag race into turn one. 

“TET beat Clay into the first cormer [ will 


finish eecond,’ remarked Ronnie 
Peterson. “If 1 don't I will finish third, it's 
as simple as that.” 

A phenomenon of practice was 
Peterson's speed. Suddenly after months 
af obscurity we could start calling him 
Buporswede once again. Driving a shiny 
new March 761, replacing his wrecked 
Belgian chassis, he set the best non- 
Ferrari qualifying time & mere O.17s 
behind Regazzoni. 

And why wae Ronnie, consistently 
slower than brammate Vittorio Brambilla 
wll these wees since joining March, 
suddenly faster “in class?” 

“Well, 7 like this cirowit, ifs a driver's 
eirouit. And I like this mew chassis. | 
always ¢aid there was something wrong 
with the old one, it never felt right tome.” 

His mechanic, Ake Strandberg, put it a 
lite more deeply. “Until now we didn't 
have the car exactly right for him. The 
People who were preparing it bad a 
tendency to male all the adjustments just 
‘good enough’ instead of spot-on. Ronnie 
ig sensitive enough tofoel that, andit puta 
him off a little bit.” 

Until Ronnie breweht the March un late 


in practice, the best Ford Cosworth- 
carrying chassis bad been the six- 
wheeled Elf Tyrrells. Quick right from 
the start—quicker than the Ferraris in the 
first session, until the Ferrari 
steamraoller got rolling—the “Project 4" 
design seemed perfectly suited for 
Monaco. It was going into the tight 
corners where they seemed at their bast. 
for the extra adhesion at the front end 
(about 20°) mare actual adhesion, from 
about 60&% more actual rubber-on-the- 
road, aecording to Goodyear engineer 
Bert Baldwin) visibly whipped the noses 
around corners that had conventional 
chissia scratching for a bite with front 

wheels cocked in groaa understeer, 
True, there was rather too much 
ovyersteer in the Tyrrells coming out of 
the Gorners, but even this somehow 
seemed right for the circuit. The front 
tracks of the sik-wheelers are 
Significantly nacrower than on other 
curs, and when Jody and Patrick got the 
cars cocked with back wheels hung well 
oO they were wble to put their quadruple 
front wheels right in next to the curb, 
taking advantage of the wedge-shaped 
Blan view of the cars, It looked like Derek 
Gardner (back on the acene after his 
stomach trouble im Spain) had made his 
radical little cars exactly the right shape 
Continned On Next Pare 


Monte Carlo 


Continued From Preceding Page 
to fit the Monaco cirenit. 

Another happy story of practice was 
the relative improvement of Emerson 
Fittipaldi, After failing to qualify in 
Belgium, the Copareucar team got down 
to something they hadn't been petting 
around to since they left Brasil—hard 
testing. After several days flogging 
around Paul Ricard designer Richard 
Divila came up with new front 
BUEpeDsion geometry and modified the 
rear £6 suit The car began turning inte 
corners better and petting its powerdowa 
better, and Emerson was seventh on the 
grid in Monaco, 

The grid for some reason was to number 
20 cars this year, up frot 16 the year 
before: new PLA fuidelines dictated that 
only five more entries could be aecepted 
80 there were but 25 drivers trying [or a 
Place rather than the 30 or so that are 
regulars thia year, 

Five of them were therefore to be 
eliminated, and they turned out to be 
Jacky Ickx once again ("I have na 
excuses, the car was running perfectly,” 
he said with a tight amile as he packed his 
bag), Henri Pescarolo (whose new team 
has purchased Brett Lungear's Surtees 
Brett, who will have a new chassis for 
Suraden, Was mot on the entry list al 
Monaco), Lary Perkins and Harald Ertl, 
plug Mergario ‘who was too slow even 
before he crashed. 1p & normal GP with 26 
starters these would bave all found o 
Place to race, but at Monaco they were 
spectators. 

The happy 30 lined up, as lest ‘yoar, in 0 
staggered pattern with Lauda on pole all 
alone, Regga also alome 12 meters behind 
on his left quarter. Peterson o further 12 
meters behind thatoan the right, and so on. 
In most cages, grid places reflected the 
Way care were handling: for once there 
were fow mechanical disasters. 

Mot long bafore the start, a friend of 
Superewede's overheard him muttering 
lo bimself, “T must beat Clay into the first 
earner, I must beat Clay into the firet 
corner, | must beat Clay..." 

Everything bis nerve ends knew about 
controlling Ting cnre went inte 
Peterson's petaway, and be had made up 
the 12 meters and one or tua besides by 
the time he and Regazsoni arrived atthe 
funnel into the Ste Devote Chicane. 
Lauds. naturally, was first through, 
Peterson thankfully was second, Regga 
resignediy fed himeeli in third. Then 
came—WioW! 

Depailler hud started those 12 meters 
ahead of Scheokter, but that advantage 
had vanished by the time the pur of blue 
Bix-wheelers arrived at the denision 
point Absolutely abreast, traveling the 
sine speeded. cieht front wheelsaimed inta 
the game narrow elot as two right feet 
aqueeted 24 brake pads hard. [twas going 
to be almighty: both Tyrrelis taken out on 


the first corner of the firstlap and 15 more 
bars piling up behind! .. . Jody, on the 
right with the chicane curblag square 
noross his nose, muide the right decision 
at the last possible instant, relented and 
let Patrick through first. 

“Tt it had been anybeaxdy else but him I 
wouldn't have allowed him to get away 
with it,” Baby Bear growled afterward. 

The shunt when it came fortunately 
came at the back of the pack. Somehow 
Reutemann and Jones, charging wp from 
the last row, collided and stopped at the 
entrance to the corner, both with enough 
damage to put them out 


Just a8 in Belgium, Lauda settled 
himself in for a couple of lape and then 
began to pull away by himeell. Peterson 
held on to seaond place from Regaszoni 
and the tero Tyrrelia, all of them pulling 
away from the high-speed parade where 
Pittipaldi was energeticly protecting hig 
aixth place from Stuck, Latfite, Brambilla 
and, after they both got by Jarrier, from 
Mass and Hunt, 

Hunt's not very good day got worse 
after aight lapse when he spun off at the 
Tabao and couldn't rejoin until everybody 
lee had gone by. He quickly caught up to 
the tad] of the last parade in the race and 
joined inte it, but had only improved his 
Position by one( atthe expense of Leclere) 
when bis engine blew up. 


On the oil it laid down Regassoni went 
down the Old Chicane escape road—eodid 
Leclere—and dropped behind the 
Tyrrellis. A lap liter Peterson spun off at 
the Tabac and crunched the hack of the 
March into the rail, so suddenly it was 
just a matter af watching Lauda’s Ferrari 
Gleadily drawing ever farther away from 
the only fast Ford Cosworth cars left, the 
aix-wheelers, and wondering if 
Regazsoni could ever catch up again. 


He was making a valiant try at it, and 
becauge Depailler began to ¢age off with a 
gradually breaking rear suspension 
(same trouble as hed slowed Scheckter at 
Zolder) Regga got up to third again and 
began closing on Scheckter, But five laps 
from the end of the race, only a couple of 
lengtas behind Jody, Regga clipped a 
barrier with « front wheel and spun, doing 
enough damage to the nose of the second 
Ferrari to retire it 

[i wes o race of constant excitamont 
farther down in the pack, and right atthe 
end it reached ibe peak. Fittipaldi had 
finally piven way, when Laffile made a 
particularly desperate outhraking move 
on the outside of the Ste. Devote chicane 
and Miraculously made it work, He are 
Stuck then had a keen struggle until the 
Ligier driver lost his first gear, much 
used on this track, and dropped back. But 
in the elosging slags of dhe race Laffite 
began putting on pressure again, closed 
up on Buck once mone, and as he told his 
team manager afterward “I was actually 
alongside him three times on the last lap 
before | crashed.” For crash he did. He 
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Lauda And Ferrari Mirror 
State Of Formula One Art 


If you want to know about the state of 
Grand Prix racing today you can watch 
Niki Lauds drive his Ferrari to work. 


First thing you hear is the crowd 
perched up en the hillside above the 
Raseasse buret into cheers, and then you 
pick up the heavy organic sound of the de 
angine iteelf, and then the car rolls imto 
sight, red and polished and mean. Niki's 
put his big leather satchel full of his 
TACO g Pear up onto the back wing, and he 
logks for 4 surrealistic moment like a 
young millionaire sportsman arriving 
for «a holiday on the Cate d'Azur in the 
latest Mk. 11] Whatsit sportsmodel, 


But you will notice his faee, whioh 
behind the black sunglasses is lean and 
sharp and white. Thigis not 4 young man 
whe lies Aboutin the aun. You will see boo 
the practiced gentleness with which he 
maneuvers the long winged machine inta 
tte slot in the pits, Most drivers Jet their 
machanics take their car up from the 
paddock, but our perfectionist World 
Champion does even that himself. 


The fact is clear that he comes to Monte 
Carls to de 4 job of work-=<to win another 
motor race, You can't call this a eport for 
him, not at the level he's reached and not 
with the medern Ferrari team. They're 
both simply foo good. Liuda and Ferrari 
ire in & Pesition these days where they 
have to win the races. Anything less is 
complete failure, Maintaining perfection 
it an intensity like this ia simple hard 
work. 

Even though it sometimes looks aasy, 
So cosy that during the final practice 
session at Monaco Lauda stopped early 
and apent the last 20-odd minutes juat 
sWanning around the pits, visibly 
enjoying the sight of his ever more 
frustrated rivala thrashing round and 
round, They hadn't a prayer of matching 
his speed and everybody Anew it. Such 
MON te are rare in an F-f driver's career 
and you can forgive his milking a bit of 
Pleasure from them 

It was the only period of time at Monte 
Carlo this year when Niki Lauda 
appeared to be engaged in Sport. 
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break—the same problem that stuck Scheckters sister car at folder two weeks apo. 
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Depailler, here with a growing bead on Regazzoni, had the rear suspension crossmember on has siewhealer 
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Spun acress the Toad in the tightawerves 
arquod the Piscine: he got going again but 
failed to notice Mass coming alongside 
and turned inte him. With «a clang beth 
Ligier and McLaren lost chunks of thelr 
rear wheel rims. Jochen's continued to 
hold air and he continued on to the finish 
ling, following his fellow German Hans, 

But Jacques’ tire had deflated and when 
he reached the next cormer he found out 
about it with another clang into the 
guardrail! That wae two lape from the 
checkered Fleug. 

The flag came down none too soon, for 
had Lauda taken but another 6.03 seconds 
to complete his last easy lap the mace 
would have gone over the two hour limit 
prescribed in F-1 regulations, Scheckter 
was a mob bad ii-plus seconds behind, 
while Depailler did well to Heep his car 
with ils leaning back wheel on the road 
only # litle over a minute behind Lawdas 
A iap back were Stuck, Mass and 
Fittipaldi, 

Just out of the pointa was Tom Pryce in 
seventh but the way he got there was 
interesting. Earlier his teammate Jean 
Pierre Jarier had his better handling 
Shadow comfertably ahead, but then 
about ten laps from the end there was just 
a brief very light shower of rain. Ithardly 
mate wierble Spots on the road, but mast 
Of the drivers alacked off for a lap or two, 
In that couple of roinutes Pryce flew up 
the ling, taking both Carlos Pace's cil- 
apewing Erabham <Alfa and Jarier. 
Afterward as the two Shadewmen 
debriefed aboard somecne's yacht, Jean 
Pierre turned te Tom and ¢xelaimed, “My 
goodness, Tom, you are certainly quick in 
tive welt” 

Pryce's eyebrows came together for a 
second. and then he said, “Wet? Uh, you 
mean it rained today?” 

Last on the road was poor Chris Amon, 
who was still] suffering the Amon Luck 
he'd suffered two weeks before when a 
wheel came off. He'd performed 
brilliantly well with the rebuilt Rnisip in 
Practior, actually being sixth atthe end of 
the first day, and but for a set of mis- 
matehed rear tires at theendof the second 
day which made the car veer off to one 
fide he might have stayed somewhere 
near tht on the grid, But be started the 
race knowing ful) well that hiatight hand, 
sprained and still swollen from thedolder 
crash. was folng to give out. After about 
half the distance hesimply had to give up, 
and just soldiered on driving as beet he 
could with one hand only—taleing tun 
bites atthe wheel at the Station Hairpin— 
into unluchy 18th place. He was wetually 
twelfih an Ehe road, last running driver, 
but Laffite before he crashed had done 
mare laps. 

The greatest thing mechanical to come 
out of the Monaco GP was the 
comlirmation of the competitivensss of 
the six-wheeled Tyrrells. The greatest 
thing personally speaking was the return 
to form of Ronnie Peterson: suddenly we 
can start calling him Superswede again. 
Good news, both items, as we turo to 
Sweden next where the old (7 Tyrrella 
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Monace is—the Mediterranean, high-rise hotels, beautiful people, and, oncea year, one heck of amotor rae. Here two-time World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi boots 


his revised Gopersucar up the hill towards Casino Square, with a view of part of the little principality’s capital city in the background. 


Gunnar Nilsson trails Welshman Tom Pryce past the Hotel de Paris and inte Casino Square. Pryce’s position 


a 7, ! a 


stayed static until a light rain fell, and then Tom started picking off these im front of him. 


and last years 751 March were both ver 
quick. Anderstorpis ome of the few tracks 
where on the other hand Farraria weren't 
especially outstanding last year. 
Maybe, just maybe, Niki will have todo 
some actual sporting driving in Sweden! 


| 


ant to go racing? 


hink you can't 


afford it? 


At the Mosport Racing School we take the hassle 
gut of going racing. Here's how: 


We supply the racing car, all equipment including 
orash helmet, tull nonvex driving suit, and complete 
rece insurance, We provide the race track, 
and three championship series in vwhich 


“Eom 
+ MOSPORT RACING SCHOOL LIMITED, DEPT Az 


to compete — all at Mosport Park = 
for the all-inclusive price af 
£200 per day, 


Send today for details: 


1905 Avenue RAd., Torante, Ontario MOM 329 


New Steering Gives 
Improved Control 


A rotary-Valve steering gear is one of 
the latest twists at Ford Motor Company, 

Acoording to Robert B. Alexander, Pore 
vice president—Car Engineering Group, 
“how a vehicle steors and responds to 
intended maneuvers contributes 
importantly to the confidences the typioa) 
driver enjoys with hig «ar “Our 
development work al For sims ai 
providing steering that not only ie more 
reliable, But Alse fires the driver better 
control and is more responsive without 
sacrificing feel of the road.” 

The company’s Jatest steering 
innovation is @ rolarv-valve sipering 
eter, built.at Ford's IndianapoliaChassis 
Parts Plant and standard on the Taringa, 
Montego, Elite, Cougar, Ford, Meroury, 
Thunderbird, Lincoln and Mark IV 

The rotacy valve, according to 
Alexander, replaces a linear-apool valve 
and ia designed to provide a “lighter, 
fittolher and more responsive feol.” 

Effort required to turn the steering: 
wheel rim of modela equipped with the 
folary-valve goar if reduced 
Lpproximately 20% from the effort 
required on earlier models with the spool- 
valve @eer, 


Contingency Money 
For Volvo Racers... 


PORTLAND, Ore.—In a move aimed at 
stimulating interest in racing Volvos, 
Import Distributing Co (IPD) has 
announced that at will offer contingency 
monies for SCOCA, IMBA and ICSCC 
racing. 

In BCCA National racing, [PD is 
offering $150 fora first place finish, $100 
for second and $50 for third: in Hegional 
racing the sums are $75 for a first, SM) for 
& Become wnd $25 for third. In SCCA Pre 
Rally events the sums are $150 for first. 
#r5 for second and $50 for third. 

IMSA contingency monies are limited 
ta Racing Stock sedans, where a first 
Place finish twill pay $200, « second will 
pay $150 and a third will pay $100. 

International Conference of Sports Car 
Clubs events will pay Bid and S25. 

In order for a car to be elegible for IPD 
contingency monies it must bea Volvo, it 
must display an IPD sticker either ou the 
windshield of on each side. and it must be 
equipped with some parta purchased 
from IPO of from an IPO dealer or 
distributor 

Competitors desiring further details 
Show write ta Contingency Program, 
IFD, 2702 NE. Broadway, Portland, 
Oregon, #7232. 


...And F-Ford Racers 


Road Amerion Tire, the Seattle-based 
Weatern US. distributor for Donlop race 
and rally tires, is offering a 81000 
contingency aiard to the first Formula 
Ford driver to win a Sparta Car Club of 
Amerivna National points race on the West 
Coast or Pro Formula Ford race at Seara 
Point International Raceway sine 
Dunlop tires 

The award will be just for the first 
driver to win one af the events, and the 
fires must be purchased from Rosd 
America Tire atfull retail cost. The award 
is affective June 26th, concurrent with the 
June Sprints 5CCA National at Laguna 
Seca Raceway in Monterey, California, 

“Our tires are of a different 
Gonstructian than the iype currently 
being used by most Formula Ford 
racers, commented Pete Mills of Fioad 
American Tires, “It will take some minor 
suspension adjustments to change over 
to our new Dunlops, 


